We venture to think that few of our readers know the romantic history of one of the specimens in the remarkable collection of preparations illustrating the anatomy of the ear in the possession of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia. Professor Joseph Hyrtl, who prepared the specimens (and from whom they were bought)* had such relations with scientific men and dealers that he was able to procure many unusual specimens, sometimes by purchase ?s
great rarities not to be "ordered" as wanted; sometimes by exchange* sometimes as presents. The 
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